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In this matter, the world is not ill-advised. Then, if an
ecclesiastic is convinced that, in a certain position of au-
thority, he can do God-service, why should he be deterred
from seeking that position by craven terror of the inevi-
table scowls, rodomontades, and lampoons of envious in-
competent venal mediocrity? The Lord Pius P.P. II was
not afraid. He knew His own powers. He was convinced
of the purity of His intentions; and, as Cardinal Enea
Silvio Bartolomeo de* Piccolhuomini, he met the scheme*
of Cardinal Guillaume d'Estoutville in the Conclave of
1458 with counter-schemes, and accomplished His Own
elevation to the pontifical throne. There is another and
more intimate example, nearer home, and no later than the
last century: the example of a provost of a metropolitan
cathedral chapter, who knew his power, who knew the
lawfully designated successor of the archbishop to be
unfitted for the responsibilities of office, who kept an agent •
at the Vatican to urge his candidature when the see was
vacant, until the Lord Pius P.P. IX, declaring it to be un
cotpo-di-stato di Domeniddio, transformed the convert-
provost into Westminster's Archbishop. It cannot be
alleged that Cardinal Henry Edward Manning became in-
glorious by giving practical evidence of his contempt for
the ridiculous and wicked doctrine which is preached by
vicious degenerates, that the Almighty intends much of
His Good Work to be wasted. It cannot be alleged that
Cardinal Manning was actuated by personal arrogance, or
by desire for personal aggrandisement. His whole life of
saint-like self-sacrifice, of intensest humility, of ascetic
mortification, of ceaseless toil for the spiritual and tem-
poral welfare of all men without distinction of creed, has
proved the contrary. By the same token, on this score,
there would Ifave been no stain on the noble character of
Cardinal Stefano Borgia had he desired to exert himself
to compass his own election to the Throne of Peter.
But he did not so desire. Indeed, he shewed himself

